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Highlights

Sign Districts

New Regulations for Signs
Sign Variance Committee
Effective Dates and Transition
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Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 694
Creates Sign Districts
Standards for illumination of signs

Five year renewal requirement for new
3'd party signs

Prohibition of new roof signs

Creates Signhage Master Plans

Creates a Sign Variance Committee
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Issuance of both a Sign Permit and
where required, a Building Permit;

All signs require a sign permit, but not
always a building permit;

Few practical implications, largely
administrative and legal;

Review and issuance will be concurrent




e Dedicated Sign Staff

e Consolidate and enhance enforcement
and plan review

e ‘One-Window’ approvals for Sign
applications
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New Sign Districts have been established

Based on the new Official Plan and Zoning
designations of properties

Sign District Maps will be made avalilable to
the public electronically

O Sign Districts:

Residential

Residential Apartment
Commercial
Commercial Residential
Employment (Industrial)

Employment Industrial Office
Institutional

Open Space

Utility



e University Avenue
* Nathan Philips Square and City Hall
» Gardiner Gateway

e Dundas Square
 Downtown Yonge Street
e Chinatown
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First party signs are permitted to display

static copy only

e Some signs are permitted limited
readograph copy

Total area of all signs at the 15t storey

cannot exceed 20% of the wall area

Total area of all signs at the 2"d storey
cannot exceed 10% of the wall area

First party signs are allowed limited
advertising of products sold on site
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Window Projecting Ground Wall Signs | Overhanging

Signs Signs Signs Structure

Signs

A sign on A sign A A sign on A sign on an
any part of a | supported by | freestanding | the wall of a | overhanging

window the wall of a sign building with structure

building permanently [ a sign face
affixed to the
ground




A sign which advertises businesses, goods or
services that are not available where the sign is
located
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Third party signs are permitted to display
static or mechanical copy;

May be single or double sided;

Required to provide a unique identifier
on every sign;

Maximum sign face area of 20m?

100 metre radial separation distance
from other third-party signs

Permit is valid only for 5 years



Third Party Signs will be permitted in 3 Sign
Districts: Commercial, Employment, and Utility
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Third party sign requirements in
Commercial Districts:

RABRN Wall signs only

‘v More than 100m
from another
third party sign

\_, Not facing
streets
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Third party sign requirements in

Commercial Districts:

More than 30m from a
residential property

Maximum 15.0m Height

More than 30m from an
intersection
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Third party sign requirements Iin
Employment Districts:

Ground sign only

More than 100m
from another third
party sign

Maximum Height
of 10m

Sign not located
within any required
yard setbacks
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Third party sign requirements in Utility Districts:

Maximum Sign face
area of 20 m?

Ground or Wall Signs
only

More than 100m from
another third party
sign

Sign located within
30m of the road
allowance
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Electronic Sign Copy

. Sign copy displayed
utilizing electronic
screens or similar
technology

- Proposed to be permitted
In the Gardiner Gateway

Special Sign District and
the Dundas Square

Special Sign District

- May be permitted
elsewhere through by-law
amendments
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« Third Party Signs to be powered by renewable
energy only;

e First Party Signs to be turned off during a smog
alert;

e Lighting requirements for all signs:
o Consistent with Bird Friendly Guidelines
e Maximum illumination levels

» All signs off between 11pm and 7am, unless the
business is in operation outside of those times

0l ToronTo




(

« First-Party Sign variances delegated to

staff

o Appeals for First-Party Signs will be referred to the
Sign Variance Committee

« Third-Party Sign variances delegated to

a Sign Variance Committee

* Only approvals from the Sign Variance Committee
can be appealed to Council for review

« Amendments to the Sign By-law would
be considered by Council through PGM
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* Notice to be posted on-site 30 days prior
to hearing/decision

 60m notice circulation for First-Party sign
variance applications

e 120m notice circulation for Third-Party
sign variance applications

* Notice will also be provided to the Ward
Councillor
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 Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 771

e TPST rates are based on:

e Sign Structure Type,
« Aggregate Copy Area on the structure, and

* Display Technology

* Provides a stable source of funding for
Sign By-law enforcement

« TPST will be payable annually and/or
upon sign permit issuance
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o Effective date of new Sign By-law
April 6, 2010

e Sign Unit currently being
established.
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The new Sign By-law does not apply to
signs where:

e The sign is lawfully existing (includes having
an issued permit)

Or,

e An application for a permit for the sign is filed
before April 6, 2010;

* The proposed sign complies with the relevant
sign by-law in effect on April 5, 2010; and,

« A permit for the sign has not been issued by
April 6, 2010.
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